
 
O F F I C E  O F  C U R R I C U L U M  &  I N S T R U C T I O N ,  S O U T H  W I N D S O R  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

of the Common Core. To explore the 
Practice Tests simply visit the following 
website:  

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ 
practice-test  

This spring, districts throughout the 
state will participate in the Smarter 
Balanced Field Test as we prepare for 
the fully operational SBAC assessments 
in the spring 2015. The SBAC replaces 
the CMT and CAPT with the exception 
of the Science subtest.  

Below I have provided selected infor-
mation taken from the SBAC website: 

Smarter Balanced Assessments 
The Smarter Balanced Assessment Con-
sortium is developing a system of valid, 
reliable, and fair next-generation as-
sessments aligned to the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS) in English lan-
guage arts/literacy (ELA/literacy) and 
mathematics for grades 3-8 and 11. 
The system—which includes both sum-
mative assessments for accountability 
purposes and optional interim assess-
ments for instructional use—will use 
computer adaptive testing (CAT) tech-
nologies to the greatest extent possible 
to provide meaningful feedback and 
actionable data that teachers and 
other educators can use to help stu-
dents succeed. 

Smarter Balanced assessments will go 
beyond multiple-choice questions to 
include extended response and tech-
nology enhanced items, as well as per-
formance tasks that allow students to 
demonstrate critical-thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills. Performance tasks 
challenge students to apply their 
knowledge and skills to respond to 
complex real-world problems. They 
can best be described as collections of 
questions and activities that are coher-
ently connected to a single theme or 

scenario. These activities are meant to 
measure capacities such as depth of 
understanding, writing and research 
skills, and complex analysis, which can-
not be adequately assessed with tradi-
tional assessment questions. The per-
formance tasks will be taken on a com-
puter (but will not be computer adap-
tive), and will take one to two class 
periods to complete. 

Smarter Balanced capitalizes on the 
precision and efficiency of computer 
adaptive testing. This approach repre-
sents a significant improvement over 
traditional paper-and-pencil assess-
ments used in many states today, pro-
viding more accurate scores for all stu-
dents across the full range of the 
achievement continuum. 

Field Test 
The Smarter Balanced Field Test will 
take place from March 18 – June 6, 
2014. The Field Test is a trial run of 
the assessment system that helps ensure 
the assessments are valid, reliable, and 
fair for all students. It also gives teach-
ers and schools a chance to gauge 
their readiness in advance of the first 
operational assessment in spring 2015.  

Practice Tests 
The Smarter Balanced Practice Tests 
provide an early look at sets of assess-
ment questions aligned to the Common 
Core for grades 3–8 and 11 in both 
ELA/literacy and mathematics. The 
Practice Tests allow teachers, students, 
parents, and other interested parties to 
experience the features of online test-
ing and gain insight into how Smarter 
Balanced will assess students’ mastery 
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SBAC Field Test Windows 
Grades 3, 4, 5 March 18—April 17 

Grades 6, 7, 8 April 7—May 16 

Grade 11 April 28—June 6 

Science CMT 
Grade 5 March 13 

Grade 8 March 21 

Science CAPT 
Grade 10 March 18 and 19 



Literacy grade-level curriculum team 
meetings in December gave teachers a 
chance to reflect and revise the first 
units of the year and to look ahead to 
units three and four with fresh energy. 
We are excited to be aligning our 
performance tasks to the new writing 
rubrics from Teachers College. This 
year we’ve looked for the “red 
thread” that connects all of our units, 
and teachers are beginning to ground 
the year-long literacy curriculum in the 
following themes: 

 K -- Community 
 1 -- Learning from Books 
 2 -- Who I Am 
 3 -- Community 
 4 -- Strength and Endurance 
 5 – Change 

Through reading and writing, speaking 
and listening, students explore aspects 
of the themes above in units such as 
“Becoming a Community” in kindergar-

ten, “Learning from Stories about Ani-
mals” in grades 1 and 2: “Traditions 
and Celebrations that Shape Who I 
Am, ” grade 3: “How People Work 
Together Within a Community,” 
“Strength and Endurance in Nature,” in 
grade 4, and “Generating Change on 
Behalf of Others” in grade 5. 

With much gratitude for the hard work 
of the reading consultants and the en-
ergetic and enthusiastic participation 
of teachers in grades K, 1, 2 and 5, we 
had a very successful few months of 
Early Release PD in literacy. The time 
devoted to studying the benchmark 
assessments and the instructional impli-
cations allowed for genuine collabora-
tion and shared expertise.  

Recently reading consultants, coaches 
and interventionists have been working 
on the vertical alignment of our efforts. 
We’ll be exploring the new ASCD 
book, “Causes and Cures in the Class-

room,” by Margaret Searle together to 
see if we can find additional ways to 
get at the root cause of some of our 
students’ literacy challenges. 

Secondary literacy teachers are con-
tinuing to hone their co-teaching prac-
tice, working with our consultants from 
CREC and with one another for support 
and encouragement. A number of our 
teachers recently attended the Con-
necticut Reading Association confer-
ence on “Guiding Literacy in the 21st 
Century: Standards, Instruction and 
Assessment.” They found both new 
ideas and affirmation of the work they 
have been doing in their own literacy 
classrooms. SWHS English teacher Bar-
bara Laurain once again presented at 
the national NCTE Conference that 
took place this year in Boston.  
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formance tasks into their literacy units, 
as we incorporate Science Literacy 
Standards into the units.  At the middle 
school and high school, several teach-
ers have used the Flipped Classroom 
teaching strategy to deliver material 

and instruction, and will be attending a 
workshop on Flipped Classrooms.   

On January 30th, SWHS will be host-
ing the second annual “Girls in STEM” 
day. The event is designed to connect 
female students with men and women 
working in science, technology, engi-
neering, and math fields. The day will 
consist of a panel discussion followed 
by small group discussions designed to 
inform and inspire students. Guest 
speakers will share their career paths, 
college experiences, daily responsibili-
ties, and provide advice to students 
looking to pursue STEM careers.  Jamie 
Lang, assisted by Sarah Saunders, is 
facilitating this valuable experience 
and opportunity at the high school. 

Science teachers in district continue to 
wait for the State of Connecticut’s deci-
sion on the adoption of the Next Gen-
eration Science Standards (NGSS).  
This decision is now anticipated some-
time in early 2014.  Teachers continue 
to teach science units that are aligned 
with the 2004 State Science Frame-
works as students will take the Science 
CMT in grades 5 & 8, and the Science 
CAPT in grade 10, in March 2014.  
The NGSS include a strand focusing on 
engineering, and possibilities of ex-
panding STEM offerings at all levels,  
K – 12, are currently being explored.  

At the elementary level, kindergarten 
teachers have incorporated National 
Geographic leveled readers and per-

Literacy Hayley Zinn Rowthorn 

Science Sheryl Mortensen 



logical reasoning, data management, 
and location services which are inte-
grated into student generated pro-
grams. Student apps are designed to 
perform specific tasks on Android tab-
let devices where touch based actions 
result in changes on the tablet screen. 
Students learn the basics from carefully 
scripted tutorials that are designed to 
provide competence with the software. 
The students progress through a variety 
of app creation and modification cy-
cles to build confidence with App-
Inventor and add customizations to 
tutorial apps to demonstrate their level 
of understanding. Students learn to 
combine graphics, touch and sound to 
get a desired effect.  

Students are then challenged to brain-
storm ideas for applications and write 
code to bring their ideas to life. Stu-
dent ideas progress from simple tasks 

where touch triggers a sound or move-
ment to full blown student designed 
games. In the process students apply 
prior knowledge in creating Apps, re-
search new ideas and concepts to in-
clude in their custom designed applica-
tions. Each student creates a game de-
sign portfolio that showcases his or her 
work throughout the semester. Final 
projects will integrate graphics, sounds 
and screen based touch movements to 
create educational and or entertaining 
tablet based games. Game examples 
include: Whack a Mole, Basketball 
Shooting game, Football Passing game, 
Space Invader shoot the spaceship 
game, a Maze Game and custom stu-
dent devised games like Avoid the 
Dots. 

A new course offering at South Wind- 
sor High School has inspired over 70 
students to explore computer program-
ming. The Video Game Design and 
Computer Programming course teaches 
students how to write apps for Android 
devices and uses game design as a 
motivational tool. The apps are cre-
ated using MIT’s Android App-Inventor. 
Students initially learn how to design 
basic graphic components and then 
learn to code actions as blocks of in-
structions that are designed to perform 
a specific task. Students learn object 
oriented programming, event-driven 
applications, variables, if statements, 
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Though the Social Studies State Stan-
dards remain largely unchanged, a 
new Social Studies Regional Council at 
CREC has begun looking at the stan-
dards through the lens of the C3. The 
C3 (College, Career, and Civic Life) is 
a Framework for Social Studies State 
Standards adopted by 24 states and 
15 social studies content organizations. 
The C3 is aligned with Common Core 
standards and will be the “lens” 
through which the Social Studies Re-
gional Council revisits and applies the 
state standards. The purpose of the C3 
is to apply an “inquiry arc” process to 
the way that Social Studies courses are 
designed. The arc includes: Developing 
questions and planning inquiries, ap-
plying disciplinary concepts and tools, 
working with sources and developing 
claims and counter-claims, and commu-
nicating conclusions and taking in-

formed action. The work of the Social 
Studies Regional Council that began in 
the fall of 2013 is scheduled to con-
clude in the spring of 2014. 

At the elementary level, work continues 
to implement a literacy-based pro-
gram to the units of study. Non-fiction 
books are being used for the commu-
nity, geography, and history units. The 
Common Core Standards for Literacy 
in History/Social Studies continue to 
guide instruction. The web-based 
Stratalogica program which utilizes 
maps and globes was expanded to 
include grades 1-5, and teachers are 
seeking to incorporate this into class-
room practice. 

Middle school teachers have been 
meeting in their grade-level profes-
sional learning communities to create 
new assessments aligned with the new 

Smarter Balanced requirements. These 
assessments are content specific and 
aligned with Common Core literacy 
standards. Teachers are working to 
ensure that common assessments are 
aligned with the new test. 

At the high school, curricular work con-
tinues on the new Civics/Government 
course with an emphasis on a commu-
nity-based interview project. As with 
the middle school, teachers on high 
school PLCs are working to likewise 
transition over to Smarter Balanced 
assessments. Another exciting initiative 
by a team of high school teachers is 
the creation of a National Social Stud-
ies Honor Society (Rho Kappa) which 
will be unveiled later this spring. 

Applied Technology/Business Education Allan Mothersele 

Social Studies Gregory Frank 
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Visual Arts Tom Arey 

from their tribe's chosen myth, to pic-
ture clues that will tell the story visually 
in a sequential manner, using a student 
generated summary of the main events 
in the myth. Classroom teachers 
worked with students to generate the 
summary, and each student in the 
group is responsible for a different 
event to turn into a painting. These will 
be displayed along side their para-
graphs from the myth. Watercolor 
pencil techniques are being studied for 
this unit. 

Students in grades K through 5 in all 
elementary schools have completed 
drawings for the 2014-2015 Art in the 
Schools calendar which, each year, lists 
South Windsor school activities and 
cultural events. 

Several of the schools have been busy 
creating their "Square 1 Art" drawings 
where students render a drawing and 
it is then sent to the Square One Com-
pany for reproduction. Parents can 
order from a huge array of items that 

has their child's art work imprinted on it 
, such as art plaques, ceramic tiles and 
sketch books. 

At Wapping the fifth grade is begin-
ning a nutritionally sound ceramic food 
unit where groups of students are de-
signing and building  ceramic meals for 
a table display at the South Windsor 
Library in May. The fourth graders 
have been working on a clay 
“Dinosours with Attitude” unit where 
dinosaurs take on human attributes . 

We are presently selecting artwork for 
the Art at the Capitol Program where 
some 25 South Windsor students will 
present their framed artwork to Sena-
tor Gary LeBeau in the Senate Cham-
bers on Tuesday, April 1. Their artwork 
will be exhibited in the Concourse Gal-
lery at the Legislative Office Building 
during the first two weeks of May. A 
reception for students and their parents 
will be held on Thursday evening, May 
15. 

Literacy continues to be at the heart of 
art learning at Eli Terry. Grade 5 stu-
dents are involved in a visualizing unit, 
where they need to recall a dream or 
memory they've had (visualizing the 
dream), discussing, writing, and then 
transforming that visualization into pic-
ture form in the style of Marc Chagall, 
a painter who routinely painted his 
dreams and memories. Fifth graders 
are working in pastel, learning various 
techniques with this medium as they 
proceed through the unit. All grade 
levels are involved in VTS (Visual 
Thinking Strategies), where they are 
interpreting, inferring, and questioning 
various works of art by looking at the 
"picture clues" to make meaning from 
their collective observations. Classroom 
teachers often remark on how closely 
this ties into what is being learned in 
their reading comprehension work. 
Grade 4 is creating group narrative 
paintings based on the mythology unit 
they studied earlier this fall. Working 
in groups, students transfer text clues 

We are very proud that we have rein-
stated a show choir at TEMS this year. 
“Spotlight” has 87 non-auditioned 
grade 6-8 students who rehearse each 
week with music director Mrs. Linda 
Gasta and choreographer Kathy 
Munson. They will perform on Cabaret 
night at the high school in March. Rein-
stating the show choir will give align-
ment in grades 6-12 for our current 
choral program. 

We are having another successful year 
with our high school music technology 
classes under the direction of Jeremiah 
Crowley. Both Digital Audio and Gui-
tar meet at the same time allowing 
more students to be able to take these 
classes. Mr. Crowley uses a modified 

flipped classroom approach to instruc-
tion. Each student establishes a learn-
ing plan to meet their individual needs. 

SmartMusic is making a huge impact on 
the performance capabilities of our 
grade 4-12 instrumental students. We 
have over 600 students using this soft-
ware to aid students in gaining com-
mand of their instrument through home 
practice. Students get immediate feed-
back from both SmartMusic and their 
teacher, and they are capable of mov-
ing much faster than the traditional 
method of learning to play an instru-
ment. 

We are currently working to expand 
the middle school general music pro-
gram to include a technology compo-

nent for next year. Students who 
choose general music will receive in-
struction in guitar, drumming and music 
technology. They will have additional 
instructional time added to their sched-
ule. 

Our early release for elementary 
teachers has provided an opportunity 
for regular collaboration among ele-
mentary general and instrumental 
teachers to meet. The elementary gen-
eral music teachers are finishing up 
their K-5 listening curriculum. The ele-
mentary instrumental teachers are 
building instructional units in Smart 
Music. 

 

Music Jo-Ann Thomas  
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Mathematics Sharon Keegan 

dents access at every level to complex 
text and audio sources.  

Did you know that in district we have 
students who speak more than 20 lan-
guages other than English?  In order to 
support teachers, the ELL tutors and 
teacher have once again started a 
professional book club, targeting mid-
dle and high school teachers.  Together 
with ELL tutor Paula Sicord, ELL teacher 
and coordinator Nicole Papa, and ELL 
Curriculum Specialist Karen Stoj, 15 
participants are studying Schoolwide 

Approaches to Educating ELLs by Sonia 
Soltero.  During the five sessions the 
group will learn exactly what it means 
to learn a second language.  The 
group will also be exposed to the idea 
of culturally responsive teaching.  Most 
importantly, teachers and administra-
tors will have the opportunity to work 
together in learning ways in which they 
can modify a lesson, activity or assess-
ment for our ELL students.   

Several members of the World Lan-
guage departments from Timothy Ed-
wards and South Windsor High School 
attended a workshop sponsored by the 
AP College Board focusing on embed-
ding pre-AP strategies into curriculum. 
This year’s focus continues to be utiliz-
ing authentic documents and sources in 
classroom activities and assessments. 
World Language teachers are working 
together during their PLC’s to create 
activities that align to the Common 
Core ELA standards by employing simi-
lar question techniques and giving stu-

World Languages/ELL Karen Stoj 

Elementary math interventionists, 
Sharon Keegan and Mike Tortora at-
tended a workshop led by Dr. Shelbi 
Cole entitled: Attending to Focus and 
Coherence in Grades 3-5 Mathematics: 
Standards, Instruction, and Assessment.  
The intent of the workshop was to 
bridge the gap between quality in-
struction on concepts in the CCSS and 
the expectations for students on new 
assessments. Mrs. Keegan has been 
visiting the elementary math classroom 
during December and January.  The 
instruction and level of rigor taking 
place is exciting to see!  

TEMS math teachers are the recent 
recipients of Hands on Standards math 
manipulative materials and lessons for 
use by both Tier 1 and intervention 
teachers. These lessons and materials 
reinforce the mathematical practice of 
modeling and will provide multimodal 
instructional opportunities to students 
during math instruction leading to a 
greater understanding of abstract 
math concepts. In addition, Hands on 
Standards supports the mathematical 
practices and standards of the CCSS. 

The 2013 American Mathematical 
Competition (155,000 students and 

2,442 schools nationwide) was held in 
November. TEMS was recognized as a 
“School of Honor” which places TE in 
the top 10% of all schools worldwide. 
Student Carter Cob had a perfect 
score placing him in the top 1% of all 
students taking the exam.  Five other 
students, Hannah Leibowitz, Prithvi 
Gunturu, Abhi Goyal, Kevin Liu, and 
Jason Rickenbacher earned scores 
placing them in the top 5% worldwide.  
Noah Leibowitz scored in the top 3% 
of all students worldwide in grade six.  
Math teachers Meredith Cromack and 
Tammy Zurkowski, and Gifted and Tal-
ented coordinator Dave Anderson 
hosted test training sessions with sup-
port from MathCounts coaches Bill Den-
ker and Beth Goldman.  A loud shout 
out to all math teachers in South Win-
dsor and Timothy Edwards. 

TEMS teachers, Bill Denker and Beth 
Goldman, have been running Math-
Counts after school again this year.  
They have a record 58 students par-
ticipating!  The top 8 performing stu-
dents will attend the Hartford Chapter 
competition on February 1st. 

SWHS math teacher Mariamma 
Devassy conducted a gingerbread 

house project as an application of the 
optimization process with the AP Calcu-
lus students.  They were given a volume 
and had to minimize the amount of 
gingerbread needed using calculus to 
determine the minimal surface area.  
This culminated in the students building 
their gingerbread house designs and 
delivering them to the Cornerstone 
Soup kitchen. 

SWHS math interventionists have be-
gun using the Hands on Standards Al-
gebra materials and continue to incor-
porate ALEKS and SMI in progress 
monitoring and targeting instructional 
areas. 

Revisions have been made to the 
SWHS math portion of the program of 
studies for the 2014-2015 school year.  
A lab course for students who are en-
tering with low Algebra readiness skills 
will complement their Algebra 1 class 
and provide the support they need to 
be successful.  This aligns with the CCSS 
expectation of Algebra 1 as an entry 
point for freshman.  Honors Calculus 
will no longer be offered and students 
will take AP Calculus in its place. 
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Keep it Interactive 

SMART Boards are a wonderful way to 
focus students’ attention in the class-
room, especially in elementary school. 
Teachers report great success with hav-
ing students come up and work out 
problems on the SMART Board in front 
of the classroom. Because the technol-
ogy is interesting, children are eager 
to work with it, and teachers should 
take advantage of this by having 
every student come up and work on the 
board. 

Utilize Color 

Teachers can make the text and back-
ground on the SMART Board any color 
they like, and they should take advan-
tage of the brain’s natural tendencies 
towards memorization. The brain re-
members more efficiently with blue or 
green backgrounds and white or yel-
low text. The screen does not have to 
stay this way, but a teacher can cer-
tainly use it during lessons where 
memorization is important. 

Save Students’ Work 

Because the SMART Board is connected 
to a computer, teachers can save the 
work a student does for later review. 
When applicable, teachers should take 
advantage of this feature to assist stu-
dents after the lesson is over, while the 
student is working on other problems. 

Flip the Classroom 

Some teachers are reversing the way 
they run some classes. The SMART 
Board allows teachers to work through 
a lesson and save it for students to re-
view at home. Thus, students can watch 
lessons at home, then come into class to 
work on their problems with a teacher. 
This may not be ideal for all situations, 
but it is certainly an interesting option 
for those inclined to test it. 

SMART Boards are becoming an essen-
tial component of every classroom. 
SMART Boards help teachers accom-
modate different learning styles. Tacti-
cal learners can use the screen and 
learn by touching and marking at the 
board, audio learners can have a dis-
cussion, and visual learners can ob-
serve the teaching on the board.  

Most teachers understand the “why” 
but struggle with the “how.” Using 
SMART Boards in the classroom can 
help teachers stay ahead with technol-
ogy that could make the education 
process simpler and perhaps even 
more productive. Here are some ideas 
on how you can use SMART Boards: 

Differentiate Instruction 

Use it as a tool for note-taking. Stu-
dents can come and write important 
points on the board. Alternately, you 
can appoint a student to type out notes 
on the computer while you talk, so that 
the other students can view and take 
them down. 

Multi-Media Interface 

All forms of media– videos, photo-
graphs, graphs, maps, illustrations, 
games, etc. – can be used on the 
board, making it incredibly dynamic in 
nature. This expands the range of con-
tent that you can use for teaching or 
presenting new information.  

Technology in the Classroom: SMART Boards  

Bloomboard Marketplace  

For more ideas, or assistance on using 
the SMART Board in your classroom, 
visit the South Windsor Office of 
Technology resources section of the 
website: 

http://www.southwindsorschools.org/ 
smartboard  

And the SMART Training Center: 
http://www.smarttech.com/us/ 

Resources/Training  

Ideas excerpted from website sources for teachers 

We are pleased to introduce an additional feature of BloomBoard, specifically the 
BloomBoard Marketplace which allows educators to browse a comprehensive library 
of professional development resources personalized to teachers’ needs and learning 
goals. Choose content from a variety of subject areas, grade levels, price points and 

content providers to ensure you find high-quality resources to meet your needs. You can browse the BloomBoard market-
place to find content that’s aligned to your personal learning goals, and view comments and ratings from other teachers 
to find the best content available. The Connecticut State Department of Education has allocated $75 per certified staff 
member to districts that are utilizing BloomBoard. Teachers may submit requests to purchase resources through their 
evaluator. Many resources are free — take advantage of this great opportunity today!  
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 Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System. Fountas 
& Pinnell consists of a series of carefully designed benchmark 
books that measure the level of difficulty at which a student is 
able to read fiction and nonfiction texts. The books range in 
difficulty from those for  beginning readers (A) to those for 
advanced readers (Z). 

 Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI). SRI is a research-based, 
computer-adaptive reading assessment program for students 
in Grades K–12 that measures reading comprehension on the 
Lexile Framework® for Reading. The Lexile Framework uses a 
common metric to evaluate both reading ability and text dif-
ficulty. 

 Scholastic Math Inventory (SMI). SMI is a computer-
adaptive assessment that monitors growth through Algebra I. 
With SMI, teachers are provided with a growth measure 
(quantile) for their students that help them determine if stu-
dents are tracking to grade level proficiency, Algebra readi-
ness and college and career preparedness. 

 CT Physical Fitness Assessment (CPFA).  The CPFA is used 
to determine the physical fitness levels of students, and meas-
ures flexibility, muscular strength and endurance, and cardio-
vascular endurance. The test is administered to all students in 
grades 3—10; the results are submitted to the state for 
grades 4, 6, 8 and 10.  

 CT Academic Performance Test (CAPT) and CT Mastery 
Test (CMT). The CAPT and CMT are components of the state-
wide mastery program. These tests are taken by students 
attending public schools. Effective with 2014, CAPT and CMT 
have been replaced by SBAC, except for the Science subtest 
which will be administered to students in grades 3, 5, 8 and 
10.  

 Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC).  The 
Smarter Balanced assessment system will measure the full 
depth and breadth of the Common Core State Standards in 
ELA/literacy and mathematics., with emphasis on the cognitive 
skills and knowledge that students need to be ready to suc-
ceed in entry-level, credit-bearing, academic college courses 
and in workforce training programs. Smarter Balanced As-

sessments will be administered to all students in grades 3-8 
and grade 11 beginning in 2015 (see page 1 for more de-
tails).  

 Advanced Placement (AP). AP exams are designed for high 
school students desiring college credit for college level 
courses and admission to advanced courses. The tests are 
administered annually on specified days in May.  

 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT). The PSAT/NMSQT is a program co-
sponsored by the College Board and National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation (NMSC). It's a standardized test that pro-
vides firsthand practice for the SAT. It also gives students a 
chance to enter NMSC scholarship programs and gain access 
to college and career planning tools. The PSAT/NMSQT 
measures: critical reading skills, math problem-solving skills 
and writing skills.  

 Standardized Assessment Test (SAT). The SAT is designed 
to assess many of the skills that are important to a student’s 
success in college. Because the subject matter of high school 
courses as well as grading standards vary widely, the test 
has been developed to provide a common standard against 
which students can be compared.  

 

A Guide to Assessments  
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The Office of Curriculum and Instruction and members of the district administrative team regularly review results of stan-
dardized tests, including state mandated tests and district selected ability and achievement tests. Matching test scores to 
objectives, we consider curriculum alignment with state and national standards, and identify areas of strength and weak-
ness. In addition to standardized testing, informal assessments are used to guide instruction. While teacher-constructed 
tests have traditionally been used to evaluate students, curriculum leaders continue to work with teachers to develop and 
use performance tasks that extend student learning and require the use of “real-world” skills and applications. Curriculum 
guides include performance tasks for use as benchmark tasks.   

Part of our responsibility is interpreting test scores to the instructional staff and to the general community. Therefore, we 
thought it would be helpful to share the following overview of district-wide tests administered to our students: 
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VISION STATEMENT 
South Windsor Public Schools promotes an engaging and dynamic culture of learning  

that prepares students to achieve their own individual excellence.  
Within an emotionally safe environment, educators will foster students’  

academic, social and personal growth.  
Our students will demonstrate critical and creative thinking, self-direction,  

collaboration, adaptability, compassion and civic responsibility  
in an ever-changing global society.  
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Mathematics 
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School Counseling—Secondary 
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South Windsor Public Schools Curriculum Leaders 


